
Presenting 83 handouts from 83 peer classes of 1981-87 was an absolute 
breakthrough in a country full of pseudo-Marxist economic hypocrisy. The idea of 
holding a private course in Western economics dates back to around 1980. Hlaváček 
and Tříska chose microeconomics because it was an instrument for analysing human 
conduct. The authors attempted to compete with a smuggled copy of Hal Varian's 
Advanced Micro, the best textbook at the time, by presenting their own axiomatic 
approach. They devoted the last 62 pages to the alternatives to the mainstream. In 
1986, the courses became quite sophisticated, and with Gorbachev, they could step 
out of anonymity. Similarly, as could the courses of macro of V. Dlouhý. 
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