
Dr Mlčoch used his time at a planned industrial enterprise to learn how the planning 
process functioned in reality. In reality, central planning was upside down, and such a 
naturally bizarre system completely escaped the attention of academics in the West. 
After Brezhnev died in 1982, Andropov offered a brief period of greater freedom in 
managing social affairs. Thus, one of the non-academic research institutes asked Dr 
Mlčoch to present his views. Such a window of opportunity did not last long, and the 
country had to wait for Gorbachev to breathe a bit more freely. 
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