
This book presents an extension of Hlavacek´s original idea of homo se assecurans, 
which, in contrast to homo economicus, does not maximise profit but “reserves” – that 
means the slack and the soft budget, to formally fulfil the plan that was neither 
innovative nor quantitatively challenging. That affects the cost and planned price 
settings, as well as the seemingly absurd, giant investment decisions that need not be 
innovative. A socialist economy can thus be treated as a highly distorted and naturally 
inefficient market economy.  
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B. V t r o b c e a a z i m a 1 i z u j i c 1 r e z e r v u
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